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Amos 8.10. And Iwill turn your Fealts into pourning 
and all your Songs #»!'- Lamentation ; ' 7 will bring 
r Anger _ all Loyns, and Baldneſs upon every 

, and I will make it as the Mourning of an only Son, 
and the end thereof as a Bitter Day. 

Jer. 6. 10. To whom ſhall I ſpeak od give Warning, that 
they may hear ? Behold, the ir Ear is Uncireumciſed, and 
they cannot hearken ; behold, the Word of the Lord is unto 
them a Reproach, they have no delight in it, &c. 
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Firſt, A L ament ation over England, and the Dominions thereurto 
£ A belonging, with a fanhful Warning to the Inhabitants 
thereof, to pas. : the evil of their Doings, and to turn unto the 
Lord by ſpeedy Repent ance, that. ſo. they may eſeape the dreadful 
Fudgments o Almig d, which are threatned and ready to be 
Gros a wpont them, yecanſe of the Crying Sins that do abound in 
artons. _——— | 


Secondly, A Warning to the Rulers and Magiſtrates (in particular) 
to leave off perſecnting and affiifting the Innecent ; and to amend 
their Lives and Converſations,. and ſet up Fuſtice and execute true 
Tudgment dimeng the Prople, leff God plead with them in his Anger, 
and ewnſume them in his fore Diſpleaſure. | 

Thirdly, An Expoſtulation with the Clergy of the afereſaid Domi- 
nions, whereby they are diſcovered not to be in the Steps, Lives and 
Prattices of the Prophets of God, true Miniſters of Chrift, but of 
the falſe Prophets, and of Antichriſt. | 

Fourthly, A Warning to thoſe among them, whoſe Day of Mercy t: 

not overeto Repent of theſe their Wicked and AntiehriſtianPrattices, 
whereby they deceive the People, or elſe the Lord will make them a 
Hiſſing and 4 Reproach to the Nations, and their Memorial 4 


Stink to Generations to come, &e. 
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JI Lamentation over England, and the 


Dominions thereunto belonging. 


H England! 'England! the Land of 'my Nativity, for 
| whom m Soul hath ofren mourned, and at this time 
mourns before the Lord, and my Spirit is grieved 
within me, to behold ſo much Wickedneſs, Unyodlinef,, Oppreſſion, 
and Abomination as at this day abounds inthee ! A Nation to 
whom God Almighty hath ſignally appeared, and been at work 
in by his mighty Arm and divine Power ; and the proffers of 
Love and Mercy from the God of Mercies have been to thee, and 
the Lord hath long waited to be gracious and merciful to thee, 
and hath extended one Viſitation after another-unto thee, and 
hath many a time ſought thy Inhabitants in tender yearning 
Bowels of Loye. 

But notwithſtanding all theſe Mercies, and tender Dealings 
of the Lord with you the Inhabitants of England, how have you 
continued in your Sins and Tranſgreſlions againft the Lord, that - 
hath thus ſonghr your return to him, that he might have mercy 
on you! And when Intreatings and yearning Bowels would not 
draw nor prevail upon you(to reſtrain you from your evil courſes, 
and to bring you to Amendment of Life) he hath threatned 
Judgment, and alſo many times executed it upon thy Inhabi- 
tants, -O England ! and hath ſhewed his Diſpleaſure againſt you 
many a time: But neither Mercy nor Judgment, Smiles nor 
Threats have taken place among many of thy Rebellious and 
Gain-ſayinglnhabitants. For though the Lord hath ofteh in- 
treated, and his Arm of eyerlaſting Mercies have. been ſtretched 
out to you, as it was to [ſrael of Old ; and as'they rebelled 
againſt the Lord, who would have gathered them, even ſo have 
you refuſed to hearken to him, and to Forſake the Evil of your 

A 2 W, ayes, 


[4] 
' Wayez, and to turn to the Lord God, who would have ſaved 
you from the Wrath and fierce Vengeance that is coming upon 
' the Rebellious. . 
And though he hath pleaded with you in Judgment, and hath 
manifeſted his Diſplealure and Wrath in the midſt of thy Inha- 
bitants, (though alwayes mixed with Mercy ) and ſhewed them 
thathe can do whatſoever he will ; . For who can withſtand him 
in his great Power ? ſeeing the Nations are but as thedrop of a 
Bucket before him, and as the ſmall Duſt in the Ballance; for 
he hath overturned on one Hand, and overturned on the other 
Hand, in the fight . of -many of you who are yer alive 
and hath brought down the Mighty from their Seats (who ex- 
alted themſelves againſt_the. Lord, and againft the Innocent) 
and hath exalted them of low degree and when they did nor 
anſwer the End,. for which the Lord God appeared on thcir be- 
half, but rebelled. againſt the living God, who had ſcattered 
their, Enemies before-them, the: Hand of the Lord alſo turned 

againſt them, and confounded them, and broke and ſcattered 
them, and hath blown them away with the Breath of. his Mouth, 
_ aSthe Chaff of the Summer-threſhing-Floor. ; 
And yetall theſe Revolutions and Overturnings, which the Lord 
| hath brought o- in the ſight of, many of you the Inhabitants 
of England, and his pleadings with you in-Judgment, time after 
time with Sword, with Peſtilence and Fire, and many other 

dreadful Judgments, which have been both threatned and ex- 
ecuted ina dreadful manner; yet have not many of thy Inhabi- 
- tants bowed. themſelves to the, Lord, who hath thus appearcd, 
nor feared before this dreadful God, who will be revealed in flames 
of Fire, taking Vengeance on the Rebellious and Gain-ſayers of the 
Goſpel of his Son ; Gut have grieved and provoked him by your 

Wickedneſs and Ungodlinels from day to day. 

And when the Lord hath ſent his Servants and Meſſengers to 
you, who-have faithfully reproved Sinin the Gate, and where-ever 
pr, ay and havecryed unto you, To break off from your Sins 

ranſgreſſions by true Repentance and Godly Sorrow, for your 
Sins, and to Amend your Lives and Converſations, and to turn to 
God with all your Hearts, and to put away the Evil of your doings 


om 
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from before the Eyes of the Lord, ard to ctaſe to do Evil, and learn 
ts do Well, that ſo the Lord (according to his Promiſe) might 
have blotted out your Sins, and remembred your Tranſgreſſions no 
more, that Reſt and Peace with the everlaſting God might have been 
known to your immortal Souls forever and ever. 

But all theſe Labours of Love, and yearning Bowels, with 
which you have been ſought both by the Lord, and alſo by his 
Servants(who have riſen early,and travelled with their Lives in 
their Hands, & have carneſtly deſired yonr turning tothe Lord ) 
have been flighted, and ſet at nought by yon : Neither have you 
turne&fromthe Evitof your wayes at all, but like Ferwſalem of 
Old, (whom the Lord would have gathered) have rejected the 
Reproots of the Spirit and Grace of God in your ſelves, and are 
doing Deſpight to the Spirit of Grace, by which you ſhould 
' have been both ſanCtified, and alſo ſealed tothe Day-of Redemp- 
tion ; andallo rejeCting the Inſtruftions, -Reproofs and Warn- 
ings, which by the faithfu]Servants of the Lord have been ſound- 
ed-in your Ears; Inſtead of hearkening thereunto, - you have 
evilly intreated them wich Whwpping, Stocking, Stoning, "ſpoiling 
of their Goods,to the Ruining of many Families;lmpriſoning ſome 
to Death, and Baniſhing others; with-many other grols and 
horrid Abuſes, wherewith you have entreated the Servants of 
the -Lord, for no other Cavſe 'than for the - exerciſe of their 
Conſciences towards God, and reproving you for your Sins, and 
crying to yon for Amendment of Life ; which beſpeaks you to 
be a People thar hate Righteouſneſs, and love Iniquity, chuling 
your own Vanities, and ſlighting the Tender Mercies of the 
Lord God, treaſuringup to your ſelves Wrath againit the Day 
of Wrath; and'ſo are bringing ſwift Deſtruction and Miſery 
upon your ſelves. Oh! My Soul mourns in the fightand ſence 
of that dreadful Day which is coming upon you, 'for your Tranf- 
greſſions and Rebellion againſt the living God, and for your 
thus abuſing and ſhamefully entreating them, who have been 
ſent unto you by the-Lord, who ſoasght nothing but the good 
and everlaſting Peace of your-immortal Souls. | 

But none of theſe things have prevailed upon many of thy 
Inhabitants, O England! to ſoften your hard Hearts, and to 
tenderthem before the Lord. For inſteadof.cealing framyour 
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Sinsand Abominations.(which abound amongſt many of you ) 
by true Repentance and Amendment of your Lives and Conver- 
ations, and turningto the Lord, who hath cryed to you many a 
time, ſaying, Turn you; turn you, why will you dye ?. (as be did 
to 1/rael of old) but you have ſtopped your Ears as they did, 
who were compared to the deaf Adder that would not hear the 
Voice of the Charmer, charming never ſo.wiſely , and ſo continuing 
ſtill in your Abominations (which the Lord would have gathered 
you from, had you obey'd his Voice) manifold Sins and Wick- 
edneſs encreaſe amongſt you, as Swearing, Curſing, Damning, 
Revelling, Drunkenneſs, Whoredoms and Murders, with many 
other groſs and ſhameful Impicties ; yea, almoſt all manner of 
Wickedneſs, Rebellion and Treachery, both againſt God and 
Man, abounds amongſt m_y of you the Inhabitants of England, 
for which God will bring Judgment & Sorrow upon you, yeazſuch 
Sorrow as ſhall never have an end, except you ſpeedily Repent. 

And thoſe that can act theſe horrid Wickedneſſes and crying 
Sins (which indeed make the Land Mourn) without fear or 
ſhame, as if they did not conſider that there isa God, who will 
puniſh for them, are they not moſt eſteemed and ſet up amongſt 
many of you now a days? and ſo that is ſeen to increaſe amongſt 
many of you the Inhabitants of ENGLAND (to the grief and 
ſorrow of the hearts of many) which the Prophet ſaw, and 
concerning which he cryed gut of old, ſaying, The Proud are 
counted Happy, yea, they that work Wickedneſs are even ſet up, and 
they that tempt God are even delivered, Mal. 3. 15. 

But let all ſuch know, who are guilty of theſe Evils, your 
everlaſting Thraldom and eternal Miſery is coming on, and 
will orertake you, (if ye ſpeedily Repent not) out of whick 
you ſhall never bedelivered. 

And ſuch as cannot run with the Multitude into thoſe Evils 
and Abominations which provoke the Lord God of Heaven _ 
and Earth to Anger, but live in the fear of God, and a Life 

. becoming Chr:ſt:anity, as knowing they muſt give an Account 
(aiid ſo mu:} all the Sons and Daughters of men) to God the 
Judge of all, both quick and dead, and mult receive a Reward 
at his hand, according to their Doings, whether they be good 
or evil, and-ſo cannot rullt into Iniquity with them, as the _ 
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ruſheth into Battel, are __ Prey to the Ungodly, and as 
- objeRtsof Scorn and Deriſion, on whom the Wicked and the 

Ungodly execute their Cruelty and grievous C——_— yea» 

Godlineſs and Piety is ſo little regarded amongſt many who 
rofeſs Chriſtianity, that a ſober Life and ,a godly Converſation 

is become a Deriſionz its Crime enough now a days among 

many, for a man to have a civil Carriage and a ſober Behaviour 

(and to walk as one who fears the Lord) to be ſcoffed at an4 

- _ with reproachtul Names, as he palleththrough Town or 
ity. 

So that Wickedneſs and Debauchery, Looſenefs and Pro- 
phanneſs is encouraged and abounds, Virtue and Sobriety are 
diſcouraged and decryed among many of youthe Inhabitants of 
ENGLAND. For we ſee many of you are living and ſyending 
your days here in this World, in thoſe things which are ſo con- 
trary to Chriſtianity, Purity and Holinefs (without which none 
ſhall ſee the Lord) asif there were no luch rhing to be known or 
minded by you : And all thoſe holy Admonitions in the Scrip- 
tures of Truth, and thethreatnings of Puniſhment and. eternal 
Sorrow to the Wicked and Ungodly, which the Scriptures are 
full of *(if timely Repentance be not known) are lighted and 
diſregarded by you, as if they ſhould never be fulfilled nor ex- 
ecuted upon you. 

And theſe are the Practices that have been and yet are found 
amonglt you, encouraged and upheld by you to this day, againſt 
an innocent and harmleſs People, whom God Almighty hath 
gathered and choſen out of the Warld, the Ways and Abomina- 
tions thereof, to be a peculiar People to himſelf, zealous of good 
Works, who havealways ſought the good and peace of the 
Nation, and the abounding of Juſtice and Equity therein, and 
have often entreated the Lord, and ſupplicated God on your 
behalf, That he would not break, in upon you, the Inhabitants of 
ENGLAND, by hi: fierce Wrath and ſore Diſpleaſure, left he 
ſhould conſume you all at once, for your Sins and Tranfgref(- 
ſions againſt him, who hath tendred Salvation,but you refuſed it. 

And many have laboured faithfully among you, to turn you 
from Darkneſs to the Light of Chriſt (which now ſhines, bleſ- 
ſed be the Lord forever) and fromSatans Power (by which you 
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have been, and yet a:e captivated and prevailed vpon to' work 

Iniquity with greedineſs) to the Power of God, which would - 
have Redeemed out of that Slavery and Captivity, into the glo- 
rious Liberty and Freedom of the Sons of: God,, had-there been 
Obedience and Subjection yielded to it. | 

But this alſo hath been lighted and ſet at nought by many of 
you: And thoſe who have thus laboured and travelled among 
you for your good, you have reward with Stocking, Stoning and 
[mpriſonments,with many other groſs and horrid Abuſes, as Feru- 
ſalem did of Old them that were ſent to-her: And inſtead of turn- 
ing to Chriſt, the true Light, that enlightens every man that -cometh 
sntothe World, John 1.9. You have made a ſcorn and a deriſion of 
it, and have loved Darkneſs rather than the Light, (which ma- 
Difeſts to you the Wickedneſs of your Evil Hearts, and the A- 
bominations that haye lodged there) becauſe there Deeds are 
.Evil, Fohn 3. 19, 20. And ſo have hated the bleſſed Light that 
doth reprove for $in, loving your Sins, for which you have been 
reproved, better than the Light who hath yy you. 

And ſo have manifeſted your ſelves to be ſuch as the Apoſtle 
ſpoke of, Lovers of your own Pleaſures, Proud, Blaſphemers, diſ- 

edient to Parents, Unthankfal, Ynholy, without natural Aﬀettion, 
Truce-breakers, falſe Accuſert, Incontient, Fierce, Deſpiſers of thoſe 
that are good, Treacherow, Heady, High-minded, lovers of Pleaſurs 
more than lovers of God, &Cc:; 2 Tm. 3. 2, 3» 4-- 

And in theſe Evils above-mentioned, you are ſatisfying your 
own Hearts Luſts, living in all manner of Voluptuouſneſs,Pride, 
vain Glory, and forgetfulneſs of God, and ſo are*guilty of 
thoſe Sins which J/rael of Old wereguilty. of, who /ate. down 
(in 54-4 Wan of God) to Eat and to Drinks and roſe up to Play, 
Exod. 32. 6. 

And this is the State of too many of you the Inhabitants of 
England, both Prieſts and. People, for which the Wrath of Al- 
mighty God is kindled againſt you, and his ſore Diſpleaſure 4s 
nigh to break forth upon you, in which he will trample you -un- 
der kis Feet, and appoint you your portion in the Lake of Per» 
dition forever, if you Repent not, and that Sponlly. 

Oh Zngland ! England! How many Warnings have thy In- 
habitants bad ? And how long hath the Lord ſtrove with = 4 
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both by his Servants, and alſo by the many ſignal Tokens that 
have appeared of.his diſpleaſure amongſt you ? Yet none of 
thoſe "things bave prevailed {po you to turn from the Evil of 
your wayes z but you have hardehed your Hearts, and ſtiffened 
your Necks in your Wickednels and Rebellion againſt God 
(though he has long waited to be gracious to you) for which 
God will bring everlafting Miſe: y and Sorrow upon you, if ye 
continue in'theſe. Evils which have abounded, and yet abound 


ong you... - 
| For "ichoupth the Apolfle ſaith expreſly, Know you not that the 
Unrighteoms ſhalt not inherit the Kingdom of God ? Be not deceived, 
neither Fornicators, nor Idol aters, nor Drunkards, nor Revilers, &c. 
ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 6.9, 10. And -notwith- 
ſtanding theſe ; Teſtimonies which are certainly true, and will 
be fulfilled upon all the Ungodly : .How many areliving intheſe 
very als! as Whoredoms, Drunkenneſs, Rewilings, with many 
other crying Sins, which are-expreſly forbidden; yet you con- 
finue in them, as if all thoſe Judgments ard Torments threat- 
ned in the Scriptures of Truth againſt the Wicked, were buit 
meer Fittions. - And fo you go on in your Wickedneſs and Un- 
godlineſs, as if there were neither Puniſhment nor Torment to 
the Wicked, and as if there were neither God nor Devil, Hea- 
ven nor Hell. 

But let all ſuch'know, that the dreadful God of Heaven and 
Earth, that rained Fire and Brimſtone upon Sodom and Gomerrah 
of Old, that puniſhed the Wicked in every Age. (who hath 
promiſed, 'an will perform it) though the Wicked joyn Hand 
in Hand, they ſhall not go unpuniſhed ; ;but he will render the. 
Recompence and Reward of your own doings into your Boſorns ; 
and if you do not turn to him while he ſtrives with you, ye ſhatl 
feel the weight of his avenging Hand and. Iren Rod, with 
which he will daſti the Rebellious' Nations to pieces . like 2 
Potters Veſſel. And now my Soul deſires that you may turn 
from = Evil Courſes, and no longer continue in your Exalt- 
edneſs of mind arid heart, and in your Wickednefſs and Ungod- 
lineſs, leſt you be brought down and turned into Hell, with all 
Nations that forget God, Pſal. 9. 17. to be tormented with the, 
Pevil and his'Angels rey. and evermore. PO 4 i 
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* For the Lotd hath often waiced to be graciovs'unto you, and 
hath born with you, though you have greatly provoked him 
yer his Parience has laſted long; and he hath held forth a Hand 
of love tomany, who have - Ho Notice of it : But now his 
Patience is altnoſt worn out, and his long ſuffering well nigh 
come to an End; yea, I am atraid.its come to an end already 
to many of you, the Inhabitants of England, and his- Indigna- 
tion is kindled, and burns hot againſt you, 'who' have refuſed to 
hearken to him, who hath called you time after time, and is 
nigh to break forth like a devouring Fire; and before him the. 
Wicked ſhall be as Hay, and as Stubble, whom God will con- 
ſume, and will leave thetn neither Root nor Branch. 

For behold, the Cry of your Ihiquities hath reached unto 
Heaven, and your Sins have come up before the Lord, and into, 
remembrance with our God ; and the Day wherein he will caſe 
him of his Adverſaries, and avenge him of his Enemies maketh 
haſte, wherein he will pour out his Wrath, Indignation and 
Judgment upon you, the Inhabitants of England (that continue 
in your Gain-ſaying and Rebellion againſt God) without aby 
mixture of Merry. So | 

Oh! you my native Country Men and People of England (in 
general) for whom a travail is upon my Spirit at preſent, and : 
hath been many a time, that you might be prevailed upon(whoſe 
Day of Mercy is hot yet ended and over, whom the ſhadow of 
Death and the Night is not yet wholly ſpread) to conſider your 
latter end, before it be too late; and td turn from your Sins and 
Trafſgreſlions,your Havghtinefs,Pride and yaih'Glory,and your 
abuſing your ſelves with thoſe things which God hath extended 
as Mercies unto you, viz. your walting, abuſing and ſpendin 
the your Creatures of God to ſatishe your Lufs, which hat 
highly diſpleaſed the Lord, and provoked him to Anger. 

And that you may all come tolearn that bleſſed n, which 

| the holy men of Old learned,who were taught by the- Grace and 
Spirit of God,(a meaſure whereof is given to every man to profit with- 

| al, 1 Cor.12. 7.)which was, That nenying Ungodlineſs,and worldly 
Lufts, they might live Soberly, Rightec y and Gedlily in the preſent 
evil Wor t. 2-11, 12. Whichall thatever come to inheric 

Reſt and Peace with God, and to have a habitation inhis holy 

| Kingdom | 


C11.) 
Kingdom of everlaſting Joy, muſt be! found living in, 2nd to 
cry to God in a ſence of- your Miſerable ſtate and Deplorable 
Condition, while the Ear of his tender Mercy is open to hear 
yOu. lelt fuch a Day come upon and overtake you, as was threat- 
ned to-a Peopleof Old, wherein you may Cry, and the Lord will net 
bear you ; (becauſe you have not hearkened to him, when he cal- 
led) you may Cal, and he will not Anſwer ; but will laugh at your 
C — and mock, when your Fear cometh. 
.But that this Day may never overtake you, to whom the Vi- 
ſtation of God is yet continued, -is the hearty Deſire and Prayer 
.of my Soul to God for you : Therefore turn to God with all your 
Hearts, while his Arms of tender Mercy are open to receive you ; 
and trifle not away your. precious time that yet remainsleſt by ſo 
. doing, you bring the ſentence of an eternal Excluſion upon your 
felves from God, and the joy of his Kingdom forever and ever, 
And, Oh that a true Defire were begotten in all your Hearts 
aud Minds, to come tothat bleſſed Fountain of Gads free Loye, 
which he hath opened for all who are willing to come to it, the 
Virtue whereof purgeth the Souls of all that wath in it, from 
Sin and Uncleanneſs, and fo ſprinkles' the Conſcience from 
death, and dead works, to ſeryethe living God ia newnels and 
purity of a Holy Life. - TE W128 
And now, Oh that yon all may be willing to take that good 
Counſel, which-was given by the Lord toa People of Old, when 
he ſaid by the Mouth of his Prophet, Waſh you, make yeu clean, 
put away from before. me the Evil of your doings; ceaſe to ds Evil, 
and learn to ds Welt; ſeek, Fudgment, relicue the Opprefſed,judge the 


- Fatherleſs, plead for the Widdow : Come now, let us reaſen together, 
ſaith the Lord; though your Sins be as Scarlet, theyſhall be @ white 
as Snow; though they be-red as Crimſon, they ſoall be as Wool : If 
you be willing and obedient, you ſhall cat the good of the Land, &Cc. 


Iſa. 1.16, 17, 18, 19- | : 
Theſe are the precions Promiſes of God toallwho are willin 
to forſake the Evil of their doings, and to turn to him with a 


thete] Hearts, who defires not the death (or deſtruction) of any, 


but rather that they may Repent, and live. 
And 2gain, the good Counſel and Advice of the holy Apoſtle 


ought to.be minded and obſerved by you all, which-is on this wiſe, 
B 2 Cleanſe 
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Cleanſe your Hands ye Sinners, purifie yeur Hearts ye Double- mind- 
ed; be Aﬀiitted, and Monrn, and Weep; Let your Laughter be 
turned into Mourning, and your ' Foy into Heavineſs: Humble your 
ſelves in the ſight of the Lord, - and be ſhall bift you up, James 4+8, 
9, 19. | | 
And unleſs you thus humble your: ſelves under the mighty 
H2ud of God, and turn to the Lord, and forſake your linful 
Wayes, and cy;1 Courſes, and wait to know a.being waſhed in 
the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt (which cleapſeth from all Sin) that 
is the Fountain ofGod's free and greatLove opened unto all Man- 
kind, you can never come to have a place. in the Reſt which 
God hath prepared, nor in that. Kingdom of. eternal Glory, 
which remains ſure to the Righteous forever. 

Now the Lord knows (who ſearches the Hearts, and tryeth 
the Reigns of all, from whoſe all-ſeeing Eye nothing can be hid ) 
that I labour for, and ſeek nothing: more, than your turning to 
the Lord with broken, tender and penitent Hearts, that you 
may find Mercy- with God to your immortal Sonls; and that 
while you have dayes here in this world, you may fo live in his 
Fear, Wiſdow and Counſel,. as that when-ever your latter 
end cometh, and Death looks you. in the Face, and ſummons 

ou before the righteous Judge of Heaven and Earth, you may 
ay down your Heads, and-go toyour Graves in' Peace, with God, 
and in a-full aſſurance of a Habitation in that Eterzal Joy, 
where no Sorrow nor Sighing ſhall ever come, 


Theſe ars thi Deſires and tarneſt, Breathings of him, whoſe Soul havh 
often been wounded, and his Spirit grieved, in the bearing and be- 
bolding the Witkedneſs and. Abommations which have abounded, 
and yet do abound among ſt many unto this very day ; and alſo hath 
menrned, and b:en bowed before the Lord, tn yr feehe and ſence of 
that dreadful Day, which will certainly overtake and come wpor 

all thoſe, who caminne_ 5n their Wickgdveſs and Rebellion againſt 


God. | 
W.B. 


A: 
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A bub ferns, to the Rulers 
and Magittrates, &c. 


AE now all ye Rulers, Magiſtrates, and Men in Authority 
in ENGLAND, and the Dominions thereumt belonging, 
the Lord God of Heaven and Earth (in whom Power and Au- 
thority remains forever, To pull down, and ſet up whomſoever be 
pleaſeth) is highly diſpleaſed with many of you, (not exemp- 
ting the Wicked and Oppreflive Rulers through the whole 
World) becauſe you have not feared before his eternal Power 
and Majeſty, by whom the Life, Breath and Becing of all 
Mankind, and every living Creature is continued, who can 
take it away, and bring the higheſt and Ioftielt 'of Mortal 
Men to the Duſt ( from whence they come) at his Plea- 
{ure. 3006 

Neither have you waited to receive Wiſdom and Counſel 
from him, the great Counſellour, to aft and to diſcharge your 
ſelves as you ovght to have done, in ſo great Afﬀairs and weigh- 
ty Concerns as you have undertaken ; which if you had done, 
ye would have encouraged Virtue and Righteouſneſs in all, agd 
niſhed Vice and Wickedneſs, where-ever it appeared, and 
ave beer a Terror to Evil-doers, and: a Praiſe ;to_ them that 
were found doing Well; and ſo would have eaſed tbe Oppreſied, 
by breaking the Bonds of Oppreſlion, and exetuted Juſtice. an 
Equity in the Earth, and thereby Truth and Holineſs, Purity 
and Righteouſneſs would have been exalted among you ; - and 
this would have brought Peace and laſting Satisfaction. into 
ant vg Hearts, and Joy and Tranquillity to'the Nation, in 

* general. ' 8 8 * RT 7'S 
: But have not many off you done and atted to the contrary ? 
For inſtead of puniſhing Debauctery and Wickednels, viz. 
Swearing,  Curſmng , Drunkeneſs, edoms, Looſeneſs and 
: Pre-, 
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” Prophamneſs in others, cobick you ought to havedone, and to 
bave been good Examples of Purity and Holineſs in your Lives 
and Converſations to all) are not many of you your ſclves li- 
ving and taking delight and pleaſure in the above-mentioned 
Evils,' and vrolh Abominations ? for which God, the righteous 

- Judge of Heaven and Earth (who will not be byaſſed with Re- 
wards) will puniſh with everlaſting Pain, and eternal Flames, 
if there be a continuing in them. 

And many of you, by 'your bad Lives and Converſations, 
(others / having - taken you for Examples ) have you not 
encouraged them in their Wickedneſs ? Is not that the cauſe 
which maketh Ungodlineſs abound ? as it doth among many at 

this day, to the grief and ſorrow of many, who have truly de- 
fired to ſee the Current of Iniquity ſtopr. 

And whether have you ſet up Fudgment and Juſtice as you 

. ovght to have done? Or executed it upon the Tranſgreſlors, 

or eaſed the Opprefſed, or broken the Bonds of Opprellion, and 
have beena Terror to the Evil-doers, and Encouragers of them 

that do Well? 
- But have not many of you puniſhed and oppreſſed the In- 

.nocent, and have executed your Cruelty upon them, and have 
let the Tranſgreffors and the Wicked go free ? And So are not 
Such found in the of thoſe againſt whom the Prophet of the 
Lord cryed wn of old, Saying ; Toar Handsare defiled with Blood, 

Fingers with Iniquity,your Lips bave ſpoken Lyes,your T ongues mut- 
ad Sovating nd {Irs gm _ pleadeth for Truth : 
They waſt in V anity,and ſpeak Lyer, Tbey conceive Miſchief,and vring 
forth Inquity;, Ther. works are works of Iniquity ; The alt of V1- 
olence 5s -in their hands ; Their feet runto Evil; They maks haſte to 
ſhed Innocent Blood, Waſting aud Deſtrultion are tn their Paths ; 

The way of Peace they know not, and there 55 no Tudg ment in their 

goings ;; They have made them Crooked Paths, whoſoever gotth there. 

31,ſhall not know Peace; and Fudgment is turned away backward, and 

Fuſtice ſtandeth a far off 1, for Truth is fallen in the ftreets,and Equity 
cannot enter ; yea,Truth falleth,and be that departeth from evil maketh 

himſelf a Prey; And” the Lord ſaw it, and it dſpleaſed bimtbat 

there was no Fudgment, Iſa. 59. 3, 4; & 6, 7,8, 14, 15- 

And have not many or moſt of theſe Wickednelles been _ 

amon 
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amongſt many of you the Rules & ates of ENGLAND, 
and the Dominions thereunto bel ? And have-nbt many 
deviſed Miſchief and' Oppreffion againſt ian Thnocenrt 'Peoptrs 
that have: done no wrong nor harm to any of yon, nortothe 
Nation in _ but have ſought the good and everlaſting 
Wellfare of the Sons and Daughters of Men every where ? And 
have not crael Laws been made againſt them ? And have they 
not been (with many other Laws which were never made or in- 
tended againſt ns) executed uport us, with -Cruelty and Severi- 
ty (though the breach of no juſt Law can be charged upon us} 
to the Ruin, Spoiling and expoſing many Famihes to Povetty, 
which were capable of relieving and aſliſting others? And are 
not theſe Cruelties and Unrightevns Pratices uphetd and con- 
tinued ? So that at this very day, many v 0 great Hard- 
ſhips, Abuſes and cruel Ufages, for no other ' Can(t that: can 
juſtly be laid to their Charge, than for keeping their Conſcien- 
ces clear in the ſight of God, for Worſhipping him accotdin to 
his holy Requirings, and for reproving ſin in the Gate, and 
crying to People, To leave off their Wickedneſs, Pridey Drankgnneſs4 
Whoredom:, Curſing and Swearing, with many othet groſs Abomi« 
nations which Sound too much among many, ' both Ralery 
Prieſts and People ;, for which God Almighty is angry with this 
Nation, and will bring his dreadfid Fudgments on ell thoſe that 
continue therein. | 

And the Cry that hath run _— many 4n this day, to 
Ralers Priefts and People, hath been, To bredk off fromthe abeve- 
mentioned Evils by true m_ ance, and by Amendment of this 
Lives and Converſations, while the day of Mercy lafteth to them, - 
and to fear the living God, that they might ſerve him mn 
Truth and Righteouſneſs; And this is that whichwolwe ſoy 
or deſired (even to fee this Chanfipaſie inal!) in 6ar - 
bours and Trayails, for which we have this Reward of Oppreſſi- 
on, Cruelty, Spoiling of Goods and - Imprifonments,”- with! 
many other great, Inhumane and Unchriſtian -like Abuſes, 
which our innocent Sufferingsfor many years; and itito this very 
day ( which at this time 1s very great) may plainly ſhewz 
Though alwayes without any Juſt cauſe given vn our parts x for 


none can juſtly charge vs with Plorrimg and Comrivings Rebellion 
or 
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or. liſurreftions againſt the KING or the GOVERNMENT or 
Peace of the Nation. But we have always ſought the good and 
everlaſting- Happineſs of all, yea, of our Enemies themſelves, 
though many times Shamefully abuſed by them, both in Body and 
Goods; and the good and wellfare of the Rulers and Magiſtrates 
of England, though many of you have impriſoned many of us 
(timeafter time) .lome in Naſty Holes till Death, and others to 
the Ruining of their Familes (as. to outward things) becaule 
they: could; not wrong or offer violence, to their own Con- 
ſciences. - | | 

And: when Authority hath been given to Wicked, Ungodly, 
Prophane, and Unreaſonable men, to make Spoil of their «© oods 
(who were: ſure to baye one part of the Spoil themſelves) they 
have'not only made Havock and great Spoll thereof, but bave ta- 
ken liberty>(if they had not Power given them) grolly to abuſe 
their Boles alſo, by hailing and beating them, &c. 

Andall theſe Vnrighteons,Unjuſt Dealings and Proceedings have 
been patiently born: (only a cry hath been in our hearts to the 
Lord, That. he woxld open their Underſtandings, ' ard let them ſee 
whats they were doing (that ſo they might repent and find mercy 
with God) without ſeeking Revenge, as knowing Yengearce x5 
the Lords, and be will r 1 z committing our Cauſe to od, who 
will plead the Cauſe ff the snnocent. And that this has been our 
Practice, it is not unknown to many of you: 

So, I deſire you Magiftrates (who have been moſt concerned in 
perſecuting of us;) may conſider thoſe Cruelties and Oppreſlions 
which- bave been inflicted upon us; ard how there hath been no 
juſt Cauſe on our parts for it : For what PLOTS have we con- 
trived? What Diſturbance have we made to the Government ? 
Have we notalways been an innocent, ſuffering People ? Look 
back ;at our Lives and Converſations, ever ſince we were a 
People (in ſcorn) called Quakers; and at our Carriage and Be- 
haviour towards all men : And alſo, takea view of your dea- 
lings with us, and what hath been inflicted upon usz and you 
may ſee whether we have juſtly deſerved it by any Evil that we 
have done : 1am ſure, if ſome look back with an impartial Eye, 
they will have cauſe to be aſhamed of their Dealings and Pro- 
ceedings againſt us, who have made.us as objects, on.whom =y | 

| ave 
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have executed their Conlon Oppreſlion. And alſo take « view 
of your doings, and ſee whether many of you are not found too 
much in the iteps of thoſe of old, whom the Prophet of the Lord 
cryed ont againſt, ſaying, Hear 1 pray you, O Headrof Jacob, 
and ye Princes of the Houſe of Iirael; Is i# net for youto know 
Fudgment ? who hate the good and {ove the evel, who pluckoff their 
#hgns from off them, and their fleſh from off their Boner: Who alſo ea: 
the fleſh of my People and flay therr kins from off them, and theybredk_ 
their Bones and choy them in pieces as fleſh far the Caldron, Micah 
3. 1,2,3- , 

And the Judgment threatned, which was juſt upon them for 
their Wickedneſs,Cruelty andOppreſlion, which was inflifted on 
his People by them without any els of mercy, was on this 
wiſe ;Then ſhall they Cry unto the Lord,bat he will not hearthem,=be 
will even hide bis face from them at that time, as they behaved thens- 
ſelves ill in ther doings, verl. 4, Again,the Propher ſaith, Bur _ 
1 am full of Power by the Spirit of the Lord, andl of f, _ 
of Might, to declare unto Jacob bis Tranſgreſſions, and ro l{racl biz 
fins. Hear this, I'pray you, ' Heads of the houſe of Jacob, antl 
ye Princes of the Houſe of \{racl, that abhor Judgment,and pervert al 
gays that butid up Zion with Blood and Jerulalem with Iniquity; 
The Heads thereof Judgeſor Reward, andwbe Prieſts teach for Hire, 
Oc, yer will they lean upen the Lord, and ſay (as many are ſaying 
now) is not the Lord amongſt us? 'No Evil can cone upon #3: 
Therefore ſhalt Zion for your ſakes be d as a Field, and Jeruſa- 
lem ſhal become he aps,and the mount atn of the houſe as the high places 
of the Forreſt, veri. 8, 9, 10, 115 12. : 

And as the Lord' was angry with that Generation for thoſe 
Evils that 2boonded amongſt them, even ſo is he angry with this 
Nation, becauſe Iniquity and Tranſgreſſion abounds, and love 
to Righteouſneſs, Equity and Juſtice (and to them that live there- 
in) waxeth cold in many, who make a Profeſſionof God, aritl 
Godlinefs. But behold ! the Lord hath Tooked down from Hea- 
ven, and hath beheld the Iniquities of many to be of a Scarlet 
and Crimſondye, and hath alſo beheld the great Oppreſlion of 
his People, and the Groanings of the Opprefied hath entered in. 
tohis Lars: And the Lord God 20 n his mighty _ . 

ea 
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the Cauſe of the aficted, and willcall all to an Account; 
who are guilty, both for their Sins againſt him, and alſo for 
their Opprelling of his innocent People, and will render a Re- 
compenceof Reward into every ones boſom, according to their 
goings. | | | 

; AST WL a-W ARNING is in my hcart to youall, whoſe da 
of Mercy is not yet ended ; Forſake your evil Courſes, br 
off from your Sins by true Repentance,and fear before the dread- 
ful God of Heaven, and Earth, before whoſe Bar of divine 
Juſtice; you mult all ſtand; and receive a Sefitence from him the 
true andequal Jndge. And ceaſe from oppreſling and perſecu- 
ting the People of theLord,who ſeek nothing more than the Ho- 
nour and Glory of. his great Name. 

And ſet up. Judgment and Juſtice in the Earth, and incoy- 
rage Truth and Righteouſneſs, and takethe Rod of the Wick- 
ed from off the backpf the: Righteons, which hath lain heavy 
upon them long ; And puniſh Wickedzeſs and Debaachery, Swear- 
ing and Curſimng, Drunkenneſs and Whoredom;, all which abound to 
the grief nd ſorrow of many. You may. hear it every day in 
your Ears, and behold it with your Eyes, not only many in Au- 
thority (who ſhould have been better vos, but alſo the 
very Boys and Children in the Streets, their Mouths are full of 
Curſing and Damning, which is dreadful tothink off;- its grown 
ſo common, and 1o much. incouraged by the bad examples of 
many of thofe that ſhould have been a terror to evil doers. 

Therefore. puniſh. theſe Wickednefſes, which run down like 
a flood, and indeavour toitop the Current of Iniquity, which at 
this day encreaſes in a dreadful manner ; And be good Examples 
your ſelves in Holineſs of Life and Converſation; Or elſe God will 
pour out Shame and everlaſting Contempt upon you,and will plead with 
you in hisfirce Wrath,and mm his ſore Diſpleaſure ; and his Indignation 
will break, forth like devouring fire, and ye ſhall be (who are guilty 
of thoſe Evils) like Hay and Stubble before him, who will conſume you 
both Root and Branch, if you Repent not, and that ſpeedily. 

And; Oh that you would fear before the living God, and 
dread his holy Name, and ſeek the Lord while he may be found ; 
Call upon him while he is near; Leſt that day pameſyen you 

wherein. 
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wherein you may feek him and he will not be found of you, be- 
cauſe you have rejeftcd his Reproofs, and would haye none of 
his Counſel, 

Therefore, if a day yet remain to you, mind the Honour of 
God, and the good of your ownSouls z ard the propagating of 
Truth and Holineſs more than your own Intereſt, F ena 'p Or F a- 
vour of men, or your Pride, Pomp and vain Glory, which God will 
ſtain and blaſt by the breath of his mouth, and will blow it away 
with the Whirlwind of his Wrath, like the Chaff of the Summer 
threſbing floor forever.” | 

Bat that you may have a habitation in the Kingdom of eternal 
Glory, which God hath prepared as a dwelling place for the 
Righteous, is the deſire of my Soul. 


Who am a Lever of Truth and Righteouſneſs, 
W. B. 4 
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An Expoſtulation wirh the 
CLERGY; 


And a WRNTNT to thoſe among 
them whoſe Day of Mercy 1s nor 


Nd now, all you Prieffs, who have taken upon yon to be the 
Leaders and Guiders of the People, and alſo to take the 
Careand Overſight of them,and to in{truct them, and to be their 
| pc to feed them(as you pretend )with Spiritual Food. 
he Controverſie of the great God of Heaven and Earth is 
with you, and the day wherein he will plead with you in his fore 
Diſpleaſure, makes haſte upon you, becauſe you have neither 
fed the People with the Food you pretended, nor taken ſuch 
care of their Souls, as to have led and guided them in the way 
of Truth and Righteouſneſs, as you ought to have done : For 
have you not made the People to err by your Lyes, and by your 
Lightneſs? For according to what ye have taken upon you, 
ye ſhould have been good Examples to all, in Holineſs, in 
Purity of Life and Converſation. You have been Examples 
to the People, 1 grant; but in what? Hath it not been (with 
many-of you) in Pride, Lightneſs, Prophaneneſs, Covetouſneſs, 
-Oppreſſion and Debauchery, as Drunkennefs, Curſing, Swearing 
and Whoredoms, with many great and Crying Sins ? Do not 
theſe Abominations abound amongſt many of you (upheld 
and en ed by your bad Examples) of the Clergy of 
a ery Fon the Dominions thereunto belonging ? I ſhall leave 
20 we People, that obſerve your Lives and Converſations 
40 judge. 


And 
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And-ſo inſtead of leading People in the Way of the Lore, 
(which is -a pure Way forever) -and into Righteouſneſs and 
Holineſs - (withont which none can ſee the Lord) have you 
not been Inſtrumental (in the hand+ of the Enemy of all Righ- 
teouineſs) to-lead them into the Liberty and * Looſeneſs of 
the World, and into Darkneſs: and Ignorance' of the Lord, 
and of his holy Spirit and Grace (which was'the Teacher and 
-Leader of the Saints of Old) by your Ungodly and Unrigh- 
tcous Lives ? Do not your Pradtices beſpeak you to be 
blind Guides, leading the Blind (though its willful Blind- 
neſs) and fo have fallen together into the Ditchof Unclean- 
neſs, (which the abounding of Wickedneſs, that at this day 
increaſes among «many of you, and your Hearers alſo dv 
mo thew) and are ready to fall into the Pit of eternat 
Miſery and Lake of Perdition, (if you-Repenr' not) which 
will be your Portion at the Hand: of the Jutt God,: who will 
jonas a Recompence- of Reward- unto, all,- according; to their 

OINgs. : | | 
' And are you not (with -many of your 'Hearers) in the 
ſteps of thoſe the Prophet of the Lord cryed- out againlt ? 
ſaying, A wonderful and a horrible thing 15-committed- 1 the 
Land, the. Prophets thereof prophecy falfly, and the Prieſts bear Ruls 
by their Means, and my People love to-have it ſo-, Ard what will you 
80 tn the end thereof ? Jer. 5. 30, 31. 

Again, another-Propher cryeth-out in thefe Words ; Thus ſairh 
the Lord God,: Wowunto the falſe Prophets that follow their own Spirit, 
end have ſeen nothing. ' Oh Iſrael | thy Prophets are likg the Foxes m 
the Deſart,&c. They have ſeen V anity, and Lying Divination, ſaying, 
The bord ſaith, and the Lord hath not fent them; and they have 
made others to hope that they would confirm the Word: Have 2» 
net ſeen a vain Viſion? And have you not 'ſpoken a Lying Di- 
vination?. ''Whereas you ſay, The Lord ſanb ut 3 Albeit' ] have mt 
ſpoken « Therefore thus ſaith the Lord Gon, 'Becauſe youtave ſpoken 
Vanity, and ſeen Lyes ; therefore behold 1 am again} you, ſaith 
the Lord God, ad my Hand ſhall be upon the Prophets that ſee 
Vanity, and divine Lyes;, They ſhall nor be in the Aſſembly of 
People, neither ſhall they be written in the Writing of the Hou 


of Iſrael, neither ſhall they enter into the Land of Iirael; and ye 
D ſhall 
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fball kyow that I am the Lord God, becauſe, even becauſe they bave 
ſeduced my People, ſaying, Peace, and there was no Peace : And one 
built up a Wall, and to, others danbed it with antempered Morter, 
Rzeck. 13: 3, 44 6, 7, 8, 9y 10. ; | 
Again, the Lord cryed out by his Prophet, ſaying, Sor of 
wan, prophecy againſt the Prophets of Iſrael; prophecy, and ſay 
wito them, Thus ſaith the Lord God unto the Shepherds, Wo be 
ro the Shepherds of Iſrael that do feed themſelves ;, Should not the 
Shepherds feed the Flock? Te eat the Fat, and ye clothe you with 
the Wool ; (ye kill them that arefed, but ye feed not the Flock: The 
diſeaſed haves ye not ſtreagthened, neither have ye healed that which 
was ſich, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, ngithey 
have you brought y_=_ that which was driven away, neitherr have 
ye ſought that which was loſt ; but with Force and with Cruelty bave 
ye ruled them, &c. Therefore, O ye Shepherds, hear the Ward of 
tbe Lord, thus ſaith the Lord Ged, Behold 1 am againſt the 
Shepherds, and will require the Flock, at their Hands, Ezek. 34. 
2, 3, 44 9, 10. | 
Again, the Lord cryeth out on this wiſe by another of his 
Prophets; For from the leaſt of them, even nnto the greateſt of 
them, every one 45 given 40 Covetanſnef;, and from the Prophet, 
even wnto the Priefk, every one dealeth falſly: They bave healed 
alſs vhe burt of the Daughter of my People flightly, ſaying, Peaces 
Peace, when there is no Peace. Were they — en they had 
committed Abomination F'\. Nay, they were mot at all aſhamed, nei- 
ther could they biuſh; therefore they ſhall fall among them thas fall; 
«t the time that 1 ſhall viſit them, they ſhall: be caſt down, ſaith the 
Lord, Jer. 6. 13, 14, 15- 
- And again, another of the Prophets of the Lord cryed out 
on-this wiſe z Thus ſauh the Lord concerning the Prophets, that 
make-my People err, \that bite with their Teeth, and cry Peace ; and 
be that putteth net into their Moutbes, \they cum prepare War againſt 
him : Fherefere Nught ſhall be apon you, that you ſhall ret bave 
Viſion, «nd at ſball the death, outer you, that you frrallxot divine; and 
the Sun ſhall go down over. the Prophets, aud the Day ſhallbe dark 
ever them; then ſhall the Seers be aſhamed, \and \the Diviners 
confounded : The Heads thereaf judge for Reward, and the wh 
e'W+ 8 ' 3b tnergor 
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thereof teach for Hire, and the Bakers thereof divine for Maney, 
Mich. 3+ 5» 6, Þ(KIO 


And are not you, the Clergy of ENGLAND, and the Do- 
minions thereunto belonging, highly guilty of moſt, if not 
all —_ g= —__ AN_ . —_ which the falſe Pro» 

$of Old were guilty of, for which the true Prophets cry- 
yp againſt them ? For have you not run, when the Lord 
never ſent you? Though moſt of you have not” run very far, 
it hath but been to augment your Wages, and to get fater Be- 
gefices: So we fipd that filthy Lucre bas been == greateſt 
inducement in your Runnings; for it bathbeen for that many 
of you haye ron from one place to another, and have taken 
upon you to ſpeak in the Name of the Lord, though he 
never gave you Commillion to to doz and therefore you have 
not profited the People at all : For notwithſtanding all your 
Preaching to the People, how does Iniquity abound, and 
Tranſgreſlion encreafe amongſt them ? Don't you hear with 
your Ears the horrible Crys, Oaths, ' and dreadful Curſings 
and Damnings, which make the Land mourn ? Don't you 
ſee with your Eyes the Prophaneneſs, Drunkenne&, Looſe- 
neſs, and almoſt all manner of Wickedneſs aud Debauchery 
which -encreaſeth amongſt many of your 'Hearers? And are 
not many of you your ſelves (who ſhould be Examples of bet- 
ter things) living 2nd taking Pleaſure therein ? Yea, 1 am 
ſure many who live near the Fountains, from whence 'you - 
ſpring, avd where you learn your Arts and Sciences, have too 
much cauile to affirm it to your ſhame, who daily hear and ſeeto 
their great grief and ſorrow of Heart, that almolt ati manner of 
Ungodlineſs, Debauchery and Uncleanneſs abounds amongft 
many of you in theſe rome and not only in theſe places, 
butalſo in many ether places where you come ; Let but People 
obſerve your Lives and Converſations, and ſee whether many 
of you, who pretend to be Leaders and Teachers of 
(but let all People-conſider-whither ſuch can-leadithem ; irs but 
into the broad way, the end whereof 4s eternal Miſcry : 
Therefore let all-People teave off following thoſe Leaders, who 
are {nch bad Examples | Yn Ki are noc highly” 
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evilty. of the before - mentioned Abominations; and ſo arg 
not Examples of Righteouſneſs and Purity, butt of Wickeds 
'neſs and Prophanenels to your Hearers ; for which the Anger 
of the Lord God-/of Heaven and Earth is kindledy, and nigh 
to break forth upon you like a devouring Fire; - and if yout 
Repent not ſpeedily, will conſume you Root and Branch. 

And are you not bearing Rule by your Means, and endea- 
youring to make the People love-to have it ſo? and by Force 
and Cruelty, © oppreſling and- perſecuting thoie, who cannot ' 
for Conſcience ſake own you to be the true Miniſters of Chriſt, 
nor put into your Moathes, like thoſe the true Prophets: of the 
'Lord-cryed qut againſt? Read /a. 56. 10, 11,412. | 

And are you not ſeeking your Gain from your 'Quarters, 
and minding.the Fleece 'more than the Flock ? And don'r 
you Preach for Hire, and Divine for Money ? Yea; Are you' 
not ſelling both your Sermons and your Prayers for Money ?' 
And ſo are doing contrary to the command -of Chriſt to his' 
Miniſters and Meſlengers, »when he ſent them forth (as Lambs 
among Wolves) to-preach the Goſpel of Glad-tidings to the 
People, who ſaid, Freely you have received, freely give. Let 
your Doings teſtifie againit you, that you are not 1n the ſteps 
of the Diſciples of Chriſt, but are in the ſteps of 'S:»17 Magus, 
(or worſe than he) who -would have bought the Gift of God 
for Money : But you'ſeH' your own Divirations - (under a 
pretence of the Gift'of God) for Money : And if his Pra- 
Ctice . was. condemnable, how can- yours be juſtifiable ? 
So that which was ſaid: to him by the holy Apoſtle Perer, may 
juſtly be ſaid £0 you; Tou bave either Part ner-Lot in this matter ; 
for your Hearts are not right in the fight of God, and you are ſeen 
yo be in the Gall of Bitterneſi,” and + Bond of - Iniquity. Neither 
do we yet find or - underſtand, that you have yet repented of 
your Wickedneſs (fo-much as he didof his) for inſtead of Re- 
penting, are you not going on and endeayouring to obtain your | 
Covetous Ends,and are giving FlatteringTitles-to many,and ha-- 
ving mens Perſons inAdmiration for your own advantage & ſelf- 

s, and arecrying Peace tomanyzin ſucha State and Condition 
'asthe Lord never ſpoke Peace toany in ? And ſo are manifeſt to 
be kethoſe that cry. Peace,Peace, when ſuddainDeſtruftion and - 4 
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fery is at hand. And you have 2d your ſelves with the-Fat, and 
clothed your ſelves with the Wool, and have preyed upon the 
People ; and by your Oppreſlion and Cruelty have ſcattered the 
Flock, inſtead of gathering them, -or turning them to Gcd, 
who is become the Shepherd and Teacher of his People. himſelf, 
according to his Promiſe of old, Thas he would gather his Sheep 
from the Mouthes of thoſe Shepherds that made a Prey upon them : 
W hich Promiſe many have witneſſed to be fulfilled in this our 
day, bleſſed be his Name foreyer. Sj 
And are you not biting with your Teeth (like the falſe Pro- 
hets of old) and crying Peace ro them that put into, ygur 
outhes (though never io Unchriſtian-like in their Converlſa- 
tions) But they that cannot for Conſcience- ſake put into your 
Mouthes, to maintain your Pride, High-mindedneſs and Op- 
prellions have you not, and yet are preparing War againſt them ? 
et the great Spoil and Hayock you have made of many ſober, 
and conſcientious Peoples Goods bear wigels agaiglt, you. : 
And the many Priſons in England and elſe-where, in which you. 
have impriſoned ſome unto Death, and many others to the 
Ruinipg of them and their Families, becauſe they could not for 
Conſcience ſake pay you your Unjult and Unchriſtian Demands, 
| as Tyehes, and many other things, which never were demanded. 
nor paid in the primitive Chriltian Times, as Golpel-Mainge- 
nance (neither is there any grovud in the Scriptures for them to 
be demanded) by the Miniſters of the Goſpelz and ſeeing they 
were neither demanded nor paid by the Apolttes or their 
Succeſſors, while they kept in the primitive Purity z, nor any 
Preſcription given forth by the Apoſtles, that they (towit, 
Tythes) ſhoultd-ever be paid or received by the Chriſtians in 
future Ages: Andalſo, ſeeing they were denyed and teſtified 
againſt by ſeveral of the firſt Reformed Protcſtants, as Walter 
Brute, &c. Therefore, for you to demand them, and tocalt 
men into..Priſon for the Non-Payment of them, manifeſts you 
to be ſach as the holy Apoſtle cryed out againſt ; Who beguile 
wiſtable Souls; an heart they have exerciſed with Covezons Prattices 
' Curſed Children, which have forſaken the Right Way, and are gone 
aſtay,- following the Way of Balaam, the Son of Boior, who loved 
tbe Wages of Unrighteouſneſs, 2 Pet. 2. 14415 ,, Fo 
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And theſe your Cruelties, Perſecutions and Oppreffions 
teftifie to your faces (and to all People thatare willing to ſoc 
you) that yn are ont of the Steps, Life and Spiritof the Meſ- 
febpgers and Miniſters of Ghriſt Jefus; neither have you any Ex- 
ample for theſe your Wicked Prattices and Ungodly Lives , 
either from the Priefts vnder the Law, nor-from the true Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt and Preachers of the holy Goſpel in the primitive 
Times, and in feveral Ages ſince the Apoſtles dayes, but from 
Balgam, faiic Paget, falſe Teachers, &c. ſuch as the Prophets 
of the Lord teftificd againſt. 

And all theſe your PraQtices of Oppreſſion, Cruelty and 
Perſecution, and your Unholy Lives and Converfations are ſu- 
cient Evidence and Ground for us, (had we no more) not to 
believe that you are the Miniſters and Meſfengers of Chriſt, but 
of Antichriſt; for we don't read that ever the true Minilters of 
Chrift did a—__ or perſecute others, 'or leave any Pre'dent 
key # oe raftice, but the contrary ; for it was many times 
their Lots to be perſecuted, ſhamefully abuſed, and calt into 
Priſon by others, both in the primitive Times, and inthe Refor- 
mation, and almoſt in every Age until this very day : And fo 
the words of the Apoſtle have been and yet are fulfilled (to wit) 
Yta,and all that will live Godly in Chriſt Feſus,ſhall ſuffer Perſecution, 
5 Titn: 3. 12. And it ws the Portion (that Chriſt our Lord 
Mid, that ſach who lived in and followed him ſhould meet withal, 
viz. That they ſhoutd be bated of all Nations for bis Names ſake : 
And that rbry ſhould hale them before Rulers and their Councils ; 
And that they ſhould caſt rhem into Priſen, and Kill them. He did 
not ſay, The Believers ſhould caff their Enemies into Priſon and 
perſecute them ; but commanded, To love their Enemies, and ty 
pray for them that deſpightſully uſed them, and perſecuted them, 
that they might be 'the Children of their Father in Heaven, who ſends 
the Rain onthe juſt and unjuſt, &c. But you have been ſo far from 
obeying Chrilt*s command, to love your Enemies, that you have, 
and yet are doing deſpight to thoſe thatHever did you any harm, 
but have ſought, and yet are ſecking your Everlaſting Peace and' 
Well-beeing, both of Soul and Body. Sothat Perſecution and' 
Cruelty is not a Mark of true Believers, that obey Chriſt, neither 
of his Mefſepgers and Miniſters, whom he ſends forth to preach: 
ET the 
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the Everlaſting Goſpel, but-z Mark of the Whore, falfe Penphgys 
and Antichriſt. Notwithſtanding ll their fair Pretences or 
Chriſt, yet they haye been perſecpring the Saints, ang dripking 
the Blood of the Martyrs and Servants of Chriſt, For which 
#be Anger of the Lord is breaking forth, and he 35 griſong in his Meghry 
Power toplead the Cauſe of bis Suffering People ; apd will give the 
Whore Blood to drink, and the Cup of his Indignation and Fury 
(which ſhe ſhall not eſcape) frombss band ſhall be, her Portion, aud 
the Portion of all that joyn with her, except they Repent. . *... 
t And that you. arg inthe ſame Steps, 'your qwa Practices, in 
perſecuting and opprelling an innocent People, are, Eyidence Fam 
-Proof ſufficient againſt you. And thereforeall yan who y 
of Mercy is not yetover, and are guilty of theſe things, ' 
of, and ceaſe from theſe your Wicked and Unchriltian-Jike 
Practices of Cruelty, Oppreſlion ayd Perſgcution,. and alſo from 
your Wicked, Unclean Lives and Converſations, ag un 
your ſelves under the Mighty Hand of God,ſubmit to & lieunder 
his Righteous Judgments, and bear his Indignation and Wrath, 
-which is juſt _ you for your Wickedneſs, . Cruelty and Op- 
preſlion, and for your Pride and UngodligeGs, zxhich abound 
amongſt many of = ; thatthereby you may | JExrp CLighteoul- 
neſs, and to dread and fear beforethe living God, and to ſerve 
Aim, im Truth-and Righteouſneſs, who over all is worthy to be 
ſerved, honoured and obeyed forever. 

And mind the teachings of his holyGrace and Spirit( « meaſure 
whereof is given to every man to profit withal, ) which teacheth to deny 
Ungodlineſs, and worldly Lnfts, and tolive a Sober, a Rightecus and 
a Godly Life in this preſent evil World. 

And be ye Examples of Meeknelſs and Lowlineſs of Mind and 
Spirit,and of Purity, Righteouſneſs and Holineſs in your Conver- 
fations,O0r elſe the Dreadful God of Heaven and Earth will pour out his 
Fury like Fire upon you; and ye ſhall be as Hay and as Stubble before hus 
Fiery Indignationg gobich fhall purn Jap Mp ; 204 gone ſhall be able to 
quench it ', and yout Portion ſhall be wth the Beaſt and falſe Prophets, 
who ſhall be taken alive and caſt into the Lake of Fire that burns (as 
with Brimſtone) to be Tormented forever and for evermore. 

Moreover, God Almighty, whoſe Righteous Soul has been 
gricved by your Cruelty and Oppreſlion agaialt his People, = 
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whoſe holy Name has been and yet is diſhononred by your Un- 
ly Lives, will pour out Shame and Everlaſting Cont cmpt upon yeu g 
: and ye ſhall berke Chaff before the Breath of the Almighty, who will 
' rive you away like Smoak. before the Wind, never to be fornd any 
more © And your Names ſhall Rot in the Earth, and your Stink ſhall 
come up. And as the Remembrance of the Wicked ard talfe 
' Prophets are an evil Savour to this Cay, ſo ſhall the Remembrance 
of you be to the Generations that are yet to come, if ye Ripent nat 
pals, © | 
fe Bur! that you may all eſcepe theſe Judgments of the Lord, ard 
Eternal Sorrows | ( which are'prepared as a Portion for the 
Wicked) in returnirg to the Lord by true Repentance and 
Amendment of your Lives; and that you may find Mercy with 
"God to your Immertal Souls, both inthis World, ard in thar 
-which is to come, is the Deſire of him who is concerned to give 
forth this Teſtimony, asa Warning to all whoſe day is nor yet 
over. ; F707 7 
Who am a Hater of Deceit and Hypocriſie, but a Lover of Truth 
go Fogir enſue, and a Well-wiſher of the Souls of all the 
p 5 nd Daughters of - Men, © A 


& +. William Bingley: 


9,41 
ict! 
- +4 

ct 


